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The Invasive Exotic ñDirty Dozensò 

What follows are examples of the plants and 
animals that are invading, infesting, and damaging 
Houstonôs bayous and creeks.  Many of these 
species were deliberately introduced and others by 
accident from the nursery and landscape trade and 
the aquarium trade. 
 

(Full List) 
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Trees  

Camphor Tree  ï Cinnamomum camphora 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 100 ft. 
Å Evergreen Aromatic Leaves 
Å Displacing Native Trees and Plants 

Throughout the Southern United States 
Å Increasing Level of Infestation 
Å Sold in the Nursery and  Landscape 

Trade 
Å Native to Asia 
 

Chinaberry ï Melia azedarach 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft. or More 
Å Displacing Native Plant Species All 

Over the United States 
Å Produces Much Fruit and Seeds 
Å Recently Reintroduced Into the Nursery 

and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to China 

Chinese Elm ï Ulmus parvifolia 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is 40-60 ft.  
Å Wind Blown Seeds 
Å Leaves are Glossy and Smooth  
Å Extensively Planted as a Street Tree 
Å Native to China 
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Trees  

Chinese Tallow ï Sapium sebiferum 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft. 
Å Very High Seed Germination  
Å Infesting Much of the Southern United 

States 
Å Capable of Heavy Displacement of 

Native Plant Species  
Å Native to China 

Crape Myrtle ï Lagerstroemia indica and 
Lagerstroemia indica x fauriei 
Å Invasive Exotic Deciduous Small Tree 
Å Height is to 20 ft. or More 
Å Pink, Red, or White Flowers 
Å Exfoliating Bark 
Å Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs  
Å It is Thought that Specimens Found in 

the Wild Could Be Non-Sterile Hybrids 
Å Native to China and Japan 
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Trees  

Loquat ï Eriobotrya japonica 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 25 ft. 
Å Widely Cultivated as a Subtropical 

Ornamental and for the Edible Fruit 
Å Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs 
Å Native to China and Japan 

Mimosa, Silk Tree  ï Albizia julibrissin 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft.  
Å Fluffy Pink Flowers  
Å Readily Self Seeds 
Å Escapes Cultivation and Can Be Found 

in Wooded and Riparian Areas 
Å Native to Asia 

Golden Rain Tree ï Koelreuteria paniculata 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree  
Å Height is to 45-60 ft.  
Å Yellow Flowers  
Å Displaces Native Plants With High 

Numbers of Seedlings 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 

Å Native to Asia 
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White Mulberry ï Morus alba 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 80 ft. 
Å Leaves Ovate to 4 inches Long, Glossy 

Green Above 
Å Fruit is White, Pinkish, or Blackish 

Purple 

Å Native to China 

Tree of Heaven ï Ailanthus altissima 
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 60 ft.  
Å Has Infested More Than 80% of the 

United States 
Å Suckers Profusely and Self Seeds 
Å Native to China 

Paper Mulberry ï Broussonetia papyrifera  
Å Invasive Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft.  
Å Fluffy Pink Flowers  
Å Readily Self Seeds 
Å Escapes Cultivation and Can Be Found 

in Wooded and Riparian Areas 
Å Native to Asia 

Trees  
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Elaeagnus x ebbingei 

Macrophylla x pungens 

Chinese Privet ï Ligustrum sinense 
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 12 ft. 
Å Heavily Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs 
Å Epidemic Level of Infestation 
Å Often Mistaken For Yaupon - Ilex vomitoria) 

 
Yaupon - Ilex vomitoria 

Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade in 
a Variegated Form  

Å Native to China 

Shrubs  

Eleagnus ï Elaeagnus x ebbingei 
(macrophylla x pungens) 
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 9 ft. 
Å Evergreen in Mild Climates 
Å Leaves are Elliptic, Green Above, 

Silvery Below 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape 

Trade 
Å Both Parent Species are Native to 

China and Japan 
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Shrubs  

False Jerusalem Cherry ï Solanum 
capsicastrum 
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 2 ft.  
Å Berries Turn From Pale Orange to Red 
Å White Flowers 
Å Invades Wooded Areas 
Å Native to Brazil 

Heavenly Bamboo, Nandina ï Nandina 
domestica 
Å Invasive Exotic Evergreen to Semi-

Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is to 6ft.  
Å Easily Noticeable Red Berries and Red 

Fall Color 
Å Displaces Native Plants in  Woodland and 

Riparian Habitats 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native from India to S.E. Asia 

Jerusalem Cherry  ï Solanum 
pseudocapsicum 
Å Invasive Exotic Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is to 1-2 ft. 
Å Small Star Shaped White Flowers 
Å Fruit Changes From Green to Orange 

to Red 
Å Native to Eastern South America 
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Shrubs  

Macartney Rose  ï Rosa bracteata 
Å Invasive Exotic Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is 30 ft.  
Å White Flowers 
Å Heavy Thorns 
Å Was Used as a Living Fence Before the 

Advent of Barbed Wire Fences 

Å Native to Asia 

Pittosporum ï Pittosporum tobira  
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 8 ft. 
Å Star Shaped Cream Colored Flowers in 

Spring and Summer 
Å Oval to Oblong Shiny Green or 

Variegated Leaves 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 

Å Native to China and Japan 

Rose of Sharon ï Hibiscus syriacus 
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is 6-10 ft.  
Å Flowers are Bluish-Lavender or  
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to Eastern Asia 
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Shrubs  

Salt Cedar ï Tamarix spp. 
Å Invasive Exotic Shrubs to Small Trees 
Å Height is to 15 ft.  
Å Pink or White Flowers 
Å Drives Natives Out and Grows Heavily 

Along Riparian Corridors 
Å Native to Areas of the Old World 

Trifoli ate Orange ï Poncirus trifoliata  
Å Invasive Exotic Shrub 
Å White Flowers 
Å Forms Colonies in Woodland and 

Riparian Areas 
Å Used as an Impenetrable Hedge Plant 

Because of the Thorns 
Å Also Extensively Used  for Orange Stocks 
Å Native to Asia 


