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restore the richness and di-
versity of our waterways 
through activism, advocacy, 
collaboration and education. 

www.bayoupreservation.org 

The Bayou Preservation Association (BPA) plans to hold a Saturday clean-up project each month 
in 2010 at bayous, creeks and parks in the greater Houston area as part of its mission to preserve, pro-
tect and restore our waterways. Volunteers will be sought to help clean up trash and debris along the 
banks and in the surrounding areas, in addition to removing invasive plant species that tend to choke 
out natural growth. These tasks will be accomplished under the supervision of  BPA vice president 
and projects committee chairman Bruce Heiberg and Eric Ruckstuhl, head of its "Eyes on the Bayou" 
program. 

With Ruckstuhl leading the way, BPA monitors the health of Houston-area waterways, along with the 
help of volunteer watershed representatives (Buffalo, White Oak, Brays, Greens bayous, Cypress 
Creek and many more). A strong presence in the field allows BPA to identify and act upon such haz-
ards as habitat destruction, channel alterations, illegal dumping and other polluting activities, damage 
to bayous or their banks, accumulations of trash and logjams or other impediments to flow. 

The Bayou Preservation Association’s “Project a Month” 
offers excellent community service opportunities for compa-
nies, scouts, students and individuals, who can truly make a 
difference for the environment. The first project was held 
January 27 at Collins Park on Cypress Creek in northwest 
Houston where a crew worked on bank stabilization and 
erosion control and planted native trees/plants to replace 
invasive exotic species that have been removed. The Febru-
ary project took place at Herman Brown Park on Hunting 
Bayou and included trash clean up and removal of invasive 
exotics. 
 

Project sites and dates for the remainder of 2010 include: 

March 27 - Trash Bash® for Buffalo Bayou at Terry Hershey Park and for Cypress Creek at Collins 
Park (Part of Houston-Galveston Area Council’s annual Trash Bash® at several sites in and around 
Houston and Galveston) 
 

April 3 - Earth Day at Discovery Green (will participate in this community event in lieu of a clean-up 
project) 
 

May 22 – Cypress Creek 
 

June 26 – Cullinan Park on Oyster Creek in Sugar Land 
 

July 24 – Cypress Creek 
 

August 28 – Keith Weiss Park in north Houston 
 

September 25 – Cypress Creek 

October 23 – Mason Park in east Houston (confluence of Brays 
and Buffalo bayous) 
 

November 20 – Cypress Creek 
(There will be no project in December.) 

For updated information about BPA projects and events throughout the year or to volunteer, 
please log onto the web site at www.bayoupreservation.org or call 713.529.6443. ● 

Project a Month on Cypress Creek  



While Heiberg will serve as site coordinator for Terry Her-
shey Park this year, Collins Park will be overseen by BPA 
board members Tom Powers and Jim Robertson, who both 
live in the northwest Houston area and support Cypress Creek 
beautification efforts. Both sites are seeking volunteers to 
come out on March 27 to “clean it like you mean it,” the offi-
cial slogan of Trash Bash® 2010. 

Volunteers of all ages are welcome at Trash Bash® at both 
Terry Hershey Park and Collins Park. Everyone who partici-
pates must sign a release form. Parents will sign forms for 
children under age 18. This is an ideal service opportunity for 
youth, as well as church groups and companies. 

“One of the big perks of volunteering for Trash Bash® is that 
we will feed you,” says Powers. “Volunteers can enjoy hot 
dogs, chips, cookies and drinks after they take a break from 
cleaning up. The first 250 volunteers receive a T-shirt. What’s 
more, the camaraderie among the volunteers makes work 
seem like play.” 

Heiberg suggests that volunteers come prepared by wearing 
comfortable, loose clothing (preferably long sleeves and 
pants), close-toed shoes and perhaps a visor or sunglasses if it 
is sunny. “They might also bring sunscreen and insect repel-
lent.” 

Terry Hershey Park is located at 15200 Memorial Drive in 
west Houston, while Collins Park is at 6727 Cypresswood Dr. 
in Spring. Educational exhibits will also teach volunteers 
about how bayous fit into our ecosystem. 

To register for Trash Bash® 2010 and to see an online map, 
please log onto www.trashbash.org or call 281.486.9500. 
Trash Bash® is coordinated through the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council. 

You can also call the BPA office directly at 713.529.6443 for 
more details or go to www.bayoupreservation.org. The event 
will take place rain or shine. ● 

This year, on March 27 the Bayou Preservation Associa-
tion will be in two places at once for Trash Bash®. That’s 
right. Instead of just focusing on Terry Hershey Park as we 
have done for the past three years, BPA will have volunteers 
on site at Collins Park on Cypress Creek in the northwest 
Houston/Spring area. Trash Bash® is an event held each 
spring where thousands of people gather along waterways in 
the Houston/Galveston area to clean up trash and debris. This 
year, 17 sites will participate, including Collins Park and 
Terry Hershey Park on Buffalo Bayou. BPA is the official 
host/coordinator for both locations. 

“We thought Cypress Creek would make a great addition to 
Terry Hershey since it is a popular waterway that runs 
through northwest Houston and is enjoyed by thousands of 
people each year,” says Bruce Heiberg, Bayou Preservation 
Association vice president and projects committee chairman. 
“Unfortunately, there is always much to be done along all 
Houston area waterways in terms of removing trash and de-
bris. If we can get volunteers out for a high profile event like 
Trash Bash®, many of them will see the need for ongoing 
involvement in caring for our parks and waterways and want 
to help in other ways.” 

Trash Bash® is Double the Fun in 2010! 
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Earth Day at Discovery Green on Spring Agenda for BPA 

For the second year in a row, the 
Bayou Preservation Association will 
participate in Earth Day activities at 
Discovery Green in downtown Houston 
on Saturday, April 3, sponsored by 
Mothers for Clean Air and kicking off 
with a 5K run at 8 a.m. Last year, about 
8,000 folks joined in the fun and fes-
tivities, which included stations for air, 
land, water, renewable energy, a Farm-
ers’ Market, environmental education 
and a kids’ area. 

BPA is again in charge of the Water 
Zone, working in conjunction with 

SWA Group on the layout, design and 
implementation of the area, along with 

(Continued on page 3) 

other partners such as Harris County 
Flood Control and the City of Houston. 
The Water Zone will be manned by 
BPA staff and volunteers throughout 
the day with several interactive activi-
ties going on. We plan to demonstrate: 
the water runoff display which shows 
how water goes from “storm to source”; 
a “do-it-yourself” rainwater collection 
system; pervious and impervious rocks 
to highlight drainage differences; and a 
canoe to emphasize the Buffalo Bayou 
paddling trail, which attracted many 
adults and children last year just for the 

BPA Water Zone at the Earth Day Houston 2009 

Volunteers at Terry Hershey Park , Trash Bash® 2009 
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curiosity factor. The kids especially enjoyed sitting inside the canoe and “paddling.” 

Additionally, BPA’s “Eyes on the Bayou” will display a pile of trash gathered from Houston’s bayous, and mascots will roam 
the zone demonstrating the impact of oils and poisons on our bayous. You can meet “Deputy Drop” from the City of Houston 
Water Department and “Grease Buster” who will illustrate proper disposal of grease from your home. 

Earth Day 2010 at Discovery Green combines entertainment with education for all ages in a casual environment with no shortage 
of activities, food and entertainment. 

Come on out on April 3 to volunteer with BPA for Earth Day at Discovery Green. Check the web site at 
www.bayoupreservation.org or call 713.529.6443. ● 

Eyes on the Bayou’s Ruckstuhl Recognized with Award  

Eric Ruckstuhl, head of the Bayou 
Preservation Association’s “Eyes on the 
Bayou” program, has received the 
Community Spirit Award from the 
Greenspoint District for “bringing his 
enthusiasm and expertise on technical 
issues of Houston bayous, and bringing 
suggested projects to the table and vol-
unteering for numerous initiatives iden-
tified for Greens Bayou.” 

The Greenspoint District’s Community 
Spirit Awards were presented recently 
to several  partners,  including 

Ruckstuhl, for keeping Greenspoint 
“moving, growing and flowing.”  The 
district’s volunteer reception began 17 
years ago as a way to acknowledge 
individuals and organizations whose 
partnership and efforts significantly 
enhance or expand programs in the 
Greenspoint area. 

Ruckstuhl works on several Houston-
area bayous, including Buffalo, White 
Oak and Greens, to identify threats to 
their well-being, including invasive 
exotic plant species which are harmful 
to the native vegetation that is so cru-
cial in keeping the bayous healthy and 
to mitigate flooding. Additionally, he 
helps to remove logjams and other ma-
jor debris in the bayous. He has spent 
many hours on Greens Bayou identify-
ing and marking species for removal 
and recommending native plants that 

would complement the natural sur-
roundings. 

Additionally, Ruckstuhl has proposed 
the construction of a “hike and bike” 

trail running along Greens Bayou and 
extending from Willowbrook Mall to 
Greenspoint Mall, which would greatly 
enhance the recreational opportunities 
in the area. The Greens Bayou Corridor 
Coalition wants to adopt this plan. This 
is in keeping with the Bayou Preserva-
tion Association’s goal to promote rec-
reation along Houston-area bayous, 
while at the same time preserving, pro-
tecting and restoring our waterways and 
their surrounding banks. 

“Eric continues to do invaluable con-
servation and restoration work around 
our bayous and creeks,” says Kathy 
Lord, BPA executive director. “He has 
been an incredible asset to our organi-
zation in that regard, working on water-
ways either alone or with crews. He 
also removes invasive exotics, some-
times leading volunteers, at Woodland 
Park, Memorial Park, Hermann Park, 
Herman Brown Park and many others. 
His dedication to his work is inspiring. 
We are so proud that he received this 
award, which is well-deserved.” ● 

(Continued on page 4) 

(Continued from page 2) 

Eric Ruckstuhl receiving Community Spirit Award  

BPA Receives Proud Partner Award for Paddling Trail 

The Bayou Preservation Association received the Proud Partner Award in the 
2009 Mayor’s Proud Partners competition from Keep Houston Beautiful for its 
work on the Buffalo Bayou Paddling Trail. BPA is one of a handful of organiza-
tions and individuals who was recognized at the 25th annual awards luncheon on 
Monday, Nov. 16 at the Hilton Houston Post Oak Hotel, honoring Houston Live-
stock Show & Rodeo. The award was presented to BPA paddle trails chairman 
Bob Arthur by Houston’s First Lady Andrea White, on behalf of Mayor Bill 
White. 

Each year, Keep Houston Beautiful recognizes individuals and projects that help 
make Houston a cleaner and more beautiful city. Examples of categories under 
which entries are submitted include beautification and landscaping installation; 
neighborhood clean-up; environmental education; volunteer park improvement, 
waste minimization efforts and public murals. There must also be a volunteer 

Bob Arthur receiving Proud Partner Award  



component to the project for consideration in the Mayor’s 
Proud Partner Awards competition. 

The Bayou Preservation Association spearheaded the devel-
opment of the Buffalo Bayou Paddling Trail, which received 
its official designation as a state paddling trail by Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) this past spring. At 26 
miles, the paddle trail is the longest in the state of Texas, ex-
tending from Highway 6 at Terry Hershey Park on the west 
side of town, to Allen’s Landing in downtown Houston.  

As part of TPWD’s Texas Paddling Trails network, the Buf-
falo Bayou Paddling Trail includes maintained put-in and take
-out locations with interpretive information, safety tips, phone 
numbers and maps conveniently located in large kiosks. There 
are nine segments of varying lengths to the paddle trail; some 
can be paddled in an hour, while others might take several 
hours. 

“We are honored to win the Proud Partner Award for our 
work on the Buffalo Bayou Paddling Trail,” says Ty Kelly, 
president of the Bayou Preservation Association. “Although 
BPA took the lead, we must acknowledge our partners in the 

project, along with the many volunteers who came out to 
clean up areas of the bayou, remove invasive species and 
plant new seedlings. Partners include Buffalo Bayou Partner-
ship, City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department, Har-
ris County Flood Control, Houston Canoe Club, Precinct 3 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.” 

“The paddling trail allows Houstonians and visitors to experi-
ence the hidden treasures of the Houston environment, away 
from traffic and noise,” continues Kelly. “With the official 
paddle trail designation by Texas Parks and Wildlife, we hope 
that more and more people will take advantage of this natural 
resource in our own backyard. Not only is paddling great ex-
ercise, but it’s a perfect way to expand one’s awareness of 
how we need to care for our bayous.”  

The Bayou Preservatio Association will continue to oversee 
the Buffalo Bayou Paddling Trail, along with help from its 
partners, by removing log jams, trash and debris, restoring its 
banks, taking out invasive exotic plant species, providing 
maintenance to kiosks and canoe launches and working on 
water quality. ● 
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Nine finalist teams competing in 
three design challenge categories in the 
Houston Land/Water Sustainability Fo-
rum’s (HLWSF) Low Impact Develop-
ment Design Competition made their 
presentations to the finals jury panel in a 
public event January 27, attended by 
more than 300 people at the Rice Hotel. 
Prizes of $15,000 were awarded to the 
winners in each category, but the real 
winners were the citizens of the Houston 
area.  The Bayou Preservation Associa-
tion and board member Terry Hershey 
were underwriters of the event. Hershey 
also served as one of the jury panelists. 

The competition was designed to ex-
plore the economic, environmental and 
quality of life gains to be had by adapt-
ing Low Impact Development (LID) and 
other sustainable development practices 
to Houston-area conditions. Robert 
Adair of EcoServices, chaired the event. 

The winners, finalists and all of the par-
ticipants in the Competition clearly 
proved through their design solutions 
that Low Impact Development (LID) 
practices can be adapted to Houston-area 
conditions, and that doing so can bring a 
host of benefits, including improving 
water quality in our streams, bayous and 
bays; reducing rainfall runoff flows that 

contribute to flooding; creating and 
restoring natural habitat; enhancing the 
natural aesthetics of our surroundings 
and improving quality of life in other 
ways. 

The winners in each category are: 
Green Roadway Design Challenge: 
AECOM; Urban Redevelopment De-
sign Challenge: Walter P. Moore, 
Gensler, Clark Condon Associates, Dan 
Pope Associates; and Surburban Resi-
dential Design Challenge: Edminster, 
Hinshaw, Russ & Associates, Legend 
Home Corporation and Davidson Land-
scape Architecture. 

Harris County, the City of Houston and 
local constituent groups which are key to 
driving the adoption and implementation 
of these practices, including the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers, the 
American Institute of Architects and 
local developers, represented by Mischer 
Investments, LP, were all involved in 
sponsoring the Competition. 

The HLWSF expects this competition 
to accelerate the speed with which these 
sustainable development practices are 
adopted and implemented in the Hous-
ton area.  The finals presentations dem-
onstrated why, in dramatic fashion. 

The $15,000 prizes in each category 
were provided by: 

SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL 
Mischer Investments, LP 

URBAN REDEVELOPMENT 
Architecture Center Houston Foundation 
(ArCH) 

GREEN ROADWAY 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Houston Chapter (ASCE-Houston) 

The Bayou Preservation Association had 
several board and staff members in at-
tendance at the Competition. ● 

‘Houston, We Have WINNERS’… 

L-R: Mike Cunningham; BPA board member and finals 
panel judge Terry Hershey; BPA board member Judy Boyce  
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Kathy Lord Named One of Houston’s 50 Most Influential Women for 2009  
by Houston Woman Magazine 

BPA Board Members Recognized for Their Vision 

Bayou Preservation Association board chairman Kevin 
Shanley and board member Frank Smith were honored in 
2009 for their dedication, commitment and vision on behalf of 
Houston’s bayous, while BPA historian, board member and 
founder, Terry Hershey, will receive an award this April. 

Shanley was recognized at the 5th Annual Buffalo Bayou Ball 
for Buffalo Bayou Partnership along with “three other vision-
aries who are responsible for designing Buffalo Bayou’s 
unique and unforgettable landscapes.” Along with Shanley, 
Guy Hagstette, Johnny Steele and Charles Tapley 
“transformed the banks of Buffalo Bayou, creating such 
memorable destinations as Tapley Tributary, Sesquicentennial 

Park and Sabine Promenade.”  

Additionally, SWA Group, of 
which Shanley is president, 
received a 2009 Award of 
Excellence from the Ameri-
can Society of Landscape 
Architects for its work on 
Buffalo Bayou Promenade. 
Shanley was a member of the 
design team. 

Frank Smith was awarded the Citizen’s Environmental Coali-
tion’s (CEC Houston) 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award. He 
has been a leader of Houston’s environmental organizations 
since the 1960s, when he joined Terry Hershey to fight the 
channelization of Buffalo Bayou. In 1972 Miss Ima Hogg 
called upon Smith and three other people to look after Memo-
rial Park. They formed the Memorial Park Advisory Commit-
tee and worked to preserve the park for future generations. 

As BPA president in 1974, 
Smith worked to establish 
the Armand Bayou Nature 
Center. He was then the sec-
ond president of the Nature 
Center, which led to a term 
as the chairman of the Texas 
Nature Conservancy, and a 
year as president of the Rice 
Design Alliance. A lifetime 
interest in sailing and boating 
also prompted Smith co-
found the Galveston Bay 
Foundation in the late ‘80s.  

Terry Hershey is to be honored April 24 with the 2010 Envi-
ronmental Awareness Award in the “individual” category at 
the League of Women Voters of Texas convention to be held 
in San Marcos. Hershey’s recognition is for a lifelong com-
mitment to conservation and the environment on the local, 
state and national levels.  

One of Hershey’s passions is The Trust for Public Land, 
which works to save land across the country for public do-
main. She has helped to found such forward-thinking organi-
zations as the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition, Memorial 
Park Conservancy and the Park People. She served on the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Commission and was a founding 
board member for the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Re-
search Center, among her many other achievements and 
awards. ● 

Frank Smith 

BPA Executive Director Kathy 
Lord was honored as one of Houston’s 
50 Most Influential Women for 2009 by 
Houston Woman Magazine (HWM). She 
was recognized at a wine reception held 
downtown on December 7 hosted by 
Houston Woman Magazine editor and 
publisher Beverly Denver and the Chev-
ron Corporation, along with the other 49 
honorees. 

Lord’s award is a nod to her professional 
contributions in the environmental area, 
with her work for Bayou Preservation 
Association (2008 – present) Trees for 
Houston (1994 – 2007) and the Park 
People (1991 – 1994).  

Readers nominated the candidates, but 

ultimately, the staff of Houston Woman 
Magazine made the final selections from 
among those nominated. Each one of 
them was chosen because her sphere of 
influence was deemed "vast and power-
ful."  

Katharine C. Lord 

Houston's 50 Most Influential Women 
for 2009 is a diverse group, representing 
women of all ages, backgrounds and 
ethnicities. Some of the women have 
lived in Houston for many years. Some 
are influential because of the volunteer 
work they do in our community. Others 
have distinguished themselves in their 
businesses or careers: energy, law, medi-
cine, non-profits, oil and gas, media, 
politics, real estate. All are strong and 
capable role models for our city. Con-
gratulations to Kathy Lord and the other 
honorees on their achievements. ● 

Kevin Shanley 
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Stormwater Symposium Gets Rave Reviews 

of the Academy for Educational Devel-
opment (AED) in Washington, D.C., a 
nonprofit organization working globally 
to improve education, health, civil soci-
ety and economic development. Dr. 
Smith’s address covered “how to get 
people to do things voluntarily that they 
wouldn’t do naturally,” relating it to 
environmental causes such as cleaning 
up our bayous. “Saving the planet/
bayous should be as much fun as it is to 
use it,” said Smith. He talked about 
ways to encourage desired behavior by 
offering choices that are fun and outside 
the box, not by “badgering” people into 
doing what is good for them or the envi-
ronment. 

“The caliber of speakers for this year’s 
Symposium was superb,” says Kelly. 
“We had representatives from the city, 

county and national levels. Business, 
law and academia were also represented. 

Myron Hess of the National Wildlife 
Federation, Jonathan Angier from the 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
Dr. Richard Murray of the University of 

L-R: BPA Board members Jim Robertson and Lee Forbes, 
with executive director Kathy Lord 

(Continued on page 7) 

It seems the Bayou Preservation Association’s Buffalo 
Bayou Paddle Trail dedication last April was not meant to be, 
since the first one was postponed due to the memorial service 
for City of Houston firefighters and the second one canceled 
due to major flooding. 

However, on a warm November 14, a group of about 25 dedi-
cated paddlers, including BPA board members Allen Craig, 
Bob Arthur, John Bartos, Claire Caudill, and executive direc-
tor Kathy Lord, along with Houston Canoe Club members, 

took to the water at Briar Bend Park for a float trip to the 
Woodway take-out, about a three and a half-hour trip. This 
low-key dedication of Buffalo Bayou as an official state pad-
dling trail by the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department seemed 
to suit everyone fine, since the weather was “just right” and 
the water conditions good. 

Low-Key Paddle Trail Dedication Suits BPA 

Rusty Graham of the Memorial Examiner took photos, three 
of which later appeared on the front page of the newspaper as 
well as in the River Oaks Examiner and Bellaire Examiner. 
The photos were so good, BPA used a reprint of the article in 
its membership mailing to illustrate what the paddle trail is 
about. 

As part of TPWD’s Texas Paddling Trails network, the Buf-
falo Bayou Paddling Trail includes maintained put-in and take
-out locations with interpretive information, safety tips, phone 
numbers and maps conveniently located in kiosks. There are 
nine segments of varying lengths to the paddle trail; some can 
be paddled in an hour, while others might take several hours. 
For example, the segment from Briar Bend Park to Woodway/
Memorial Park takes 3.5 to 4.5 hours, depending on water 
conditions. 

“BPA is pleased to partner with TPWD, the City of Houston 
Parks and Recreation Department, Harris County and others 
to put Houston’s defining natural waterway in the spotlight as 
an official state paddle trail,” says BPA President Ty Kelly. 
“The Bayou Preservation Association was founded to pre-
serve Buffalo Bayou as a natural stream and protect its amaz-
ing source of natural diversity of flora and fauna. The pad-
dling trail will allow Houstonians and visitors to experience 
the hidden treasures of the Houston environment.” 

For more information about Buffalo Bayou and other pad-
dling trails around Houston, click on the ‘maps’ tab on our 
website www.bayoupreseration.org to see Eric Ruckstuhl’s 
Paddle Trail Guide. ● 

Photo by Rusty Graham, The Memorial Examiner 

The Bayou Preservation Associa-
tion’s fifth annual water symposium 
held Nov. 13 titled “Stormwater, The 
Underfunded Asset: The Economics of 
Stormwater Solutions,” was a huge suc-
cess in terms of attendance, content, 
feedback and enthusiasm. About 120 
people attended the one-day event held 
at the United Way of Greater Houston, 
50 Waugh Drive. 

BPA president Ty Kelly opened the 
Symposium, the signature event of the 
Bayou Preservation Association, whose 
mission is to protect and restore the rich-
ness and diversity of our waterways 
through activism, advocacy, collabora-
tion and education. 

The event featured keynote speaker Dr. 
William Smith, executive vice president 
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All articles by Carol Brejot, BPA Public Relations Director 

provided tasty Middle Eastern and North 
African-inspired fare. The event was 
chaired by Cecily and Rick Burleson 
and Meredith and Fielding Cocke, with 
Kristen J. Cannon and Brittany 
Zucker serving as honorary co-chairs. 
Highlight: It was co-chair Meredith 
Cocke’s birthday. 

Among some of the 350 guests who 
attended the October 21 event were then 
Mayor Bill White and Andrea White, 
BPA board member Colleen Holthouse 
and Tom Anderson, Jay Jones, County 
Commissioner Steve Radack and Sherry 
Radack, BPA president Ty Kelly and 
Lynn Kelly, Laurie and Doug Vander 
Ploeg, Lorraine and Ed Wulfe, BPA 
board member Elaine Finger and Marvy 
Finger, Homoiselle and Carlos Bujosa, 
BPA executive director Kathy Lord and 
Tom Lord, Alta and Dick Cate, Yasmine 
and Dr. Christie Ballantyne, and Camille 
and Grier Patton. 

Plans are already underway for the 2010 
gala, which will be held October 7 at a 
magnificent home in the Memorial/
Tanglewood area overlooking Buffalo 
Bayou. ● 

Meredith and Fielding Cocke and Cecily and Rick Burleson  

 

Network For Good —Donations 

To make a donation through our website click the Network For 
Good link on the Home page.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of your 
donations go to the BPA. 

BPA is a member of 
Earth Share Texas. 
Though a payroll 
deduction program, 
Earth Share offers 

employers and employees interested in envi-
ronmental issues the opportunity to support the 

Bayou Preservation Association Fund Raiser “Play It Again Sam” Mixes Environmentalism, 
Hollywood and Moroccan Mood 

The Bayou Preservation Associa-
tion’s 2009 gala, “Play It Again Sam” 
was especially meaningful since the 
2008 gala “Casablanca, An Oasis on the 
Bayou” was canceled due to Ike. The 
threat of rain did not dampen the spirits 
of the enthusiastic and well-heeled 
crowd, which included environmental 
supporters of various ages and from all 
over Houston.  Since the attire said 
“Think Bogey and Bergman or Oasis 
Chic,” there were beaucoups Humphrey 
and Ingrid look-alikes, in addition to 
many in Moroccan-inspired frocks and 
jewelry.  

The event, hosted by Nijad and Zeina 
Fares, was held on their exquisite River 
Oaks estate backing up to Buffalo 
Bayou. Waiters in fezzes attended to the 
guests, with entertainment provided by 
Madeleine Elmer singing ‘40s-era torch 
songs, pianist Rick Aykrie, belly dancer 
Tanya Amira, and fortune teller Rebecca 
Perry. The caterer was Jim Benton who 

Houston are just three of the outstanding speakers who educated and entertained our participants.” 

A huge thanks goes to Becky Olive, event organizer, vice president of AECOM and a BPA board member, who was instrumen-
tal in developing the topics. “Attention is drawn to stormwater most often when flooding impacts our community, but it is vital 
in sustaining the viability and quality of our bayous, streams and other area resources. We should strive to develop a systematic, 
funded approach to manage stormwater. We hope the symposium gave people a forum to discuss the importance of stormwater, 
how to manage it and how to fund those efforts over the long run.” 

The Symposium was divided into three topics. First was “Asset Management and Sustainability,” which included three sessions 
that addressed where we are regarding flooding, water quality, maintenance and sustainability running. The second general 
topic was “Asset Improvement and Growth.” Topic three, “Asset Funding – How Can It Be Done?”, encompassed five sessions 
beginning at 1:15 p.m. A panel discussion concluded the Symposium. 

Sponsors for the 2009 Water Symposium were AECOM, Houston Endowment, Inc., Houston Galveston Area Council, KBR 
and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.   The 2010 Symposium is scheduled for Wednesday, October 6, also at 
the United Way of Greater Houston. ● 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Foundation 

The Holthouse Foundation for Kids 

The Lents Foundation 

The Oshman Foundation 

Puffer-Sweiven LP 

River Oaks Rose Club 

Howard and Beverly Robinson Fund 
of the Houston Jewish Community 

Foundation 

Ruggles Green 

Shell Oil Company 

Shumaker Harvey Equipment Company 

Tootsies 

The Vale-Asche Foundation 

Susan Vaughan Foundation Inc. 

William W. Stubbs & Associates 

Waste Management 

Susanne M. Clark 

William Coats and Nancy Manderson 

Meredith and Fielding Cocke 

Jay Cohen 

Erin A. Connally in memory of 
Tom Connally 

John Cornwell 

Cindy and George Craft 

Jerome Cruitt 

Bill Dalton, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Clotaire D. Delery 

Maureen Dial 

Debra and Mike Dishberger 

Sara Dodd in honor of Meredith and 
Fielding Cocke 

William R. Dupre 

Jennifer and Michael Dyke 

Heidi Eagleton 

Judith T. Earle 

Elizabeth Eikenburg 

Jane W. Elioseff 

Jenny and Jim Elkins, III 

Madeleine and John Elmer 

Erik Eriksson 

Jane Fair 

Debbie Fash 

Romelia Favrot in memory of 
Curly Lewis 

Marybeth and Tom Flaherty 

Donna Florance 

Harriet and Joe Foster 

Elizabeth Fountain 

Cece and Mack Fowler in honor of 
Kathy Lord 

Michael M. Fowler 

Milane Duncan Frantz 

Mary and Todd Fuller 

Mike Garver 

Leila and Pat Gilbert 

Patsy Gillham 

Christina Girard 

Robert H. Graham 

Mrs. Joe M. Green, Jr. 

Melissa and Albert Grobmyer 

Guy Hagstette 

Ann Hamilton in honor of 
Glenda and Hugh Barrett 

Marion Hargrove 

Patricia and Partick Harrison 

Edith and John Hempel 

Gayle and Richard Hightower 

Charlotte Hill 

Stuart Lewis Hoff 

Linda and Charles R. Houssiere III 

Andrew Icken 

Tom Ivy 

Rochelle and Alan Jacobson 

Katina and Gilchrist Jackson 

James A. Johnson 

Jim Johnson 

Mrs. Richard J.V. Johnson 

Sis and Hasty Johnson 

Jay Jones 

Alice and Edmond Kagi 

Susan Keeton in honor of 
Kevin Shanley 

Wendy and Mavis P. Kelsey, Jr. 

Nancy and Rich Kinder 

Linda and David Knowles 

Diane and Bill Lange 

Rhea Brown Lawson, Ph.D. 

Carter and Bill Lee 

Mr. and Mrs. Ulyesse J. LeGrange 

Diann and Mike Lewter 

Bessie J. Liedtke 

Earl Littman 

Isabel and Keith Losee 

Sarah Loudermilk 

Michael Lutomski 

George Masterson 

Molly and Sam McBirney 

Meredith McCarthy 

John L. McDonald 

Drs. Sally and David Miller 

George P. Mitchell 

Ginni and Richard Mithoff 

Jamie Mize / Dan Tidwell  

Mr. and Mrs. M.H. Palmer Moldawer 

Marion Fay Monsen in honor of 
Terry Hershey and Frank Smith 

Philip Moore 

Amy and David Novelli 

Roksan Okan-Vick and 
James Vick 

Rebecca Parsons in memory of 
Kirby Elizabeth Parsons 

Imogen Papadopoulos in honor of  
erry Hershey 

Camille and Grier Patton 

Maria G. Peavy 

Edith Personette 

Peggy and Allan Port 

Dr. Bob Randall 

Suzanne and Frederick Rhodes 

George W. Richards 

Liz and Robert Rigney in honor of 
Laurie and Doug Vander Ploeg 

Gay A. Roane in honor of 
Terry Hershey 

Jim Robertson 

Betsy Ross 

Jane and William Rucker 

Nancy and Clive Runnells in memory 
of Pierce Runnells 

Carolyn and Phil Santamaria 

David Saperstein 

Kate Scott in memory of 
Will Booth 

David Sharp 

Dorsey Shriver 

Carey Shuart 

Margret D. Simmons 

Loius H. Skidmore, Jr. in memory of 
Margaret C. Skidmore 

Lynn Skinner 

Frank C. Smith, Jr. 

Pat and Gordon Sorrells in honor of 
Martha and Sam Bowen 

Keith Spickelmier 

C. F. Sprunt 

Brian Stephens in memory of 
Victor Stephens 

Nick Stephens 

N. L. Stevens III 

Jack Stopnicki 

Ashley Streetman 

Cory Stull 

Annie Thomas 

Kathryn Thompson 

Kris and Jeffrey Tinkham 

Dianne and Eliot Tucker 

Connie and John Turner 

Carolyn K. Vance 

Janet K. Wagner 

Lisa and John Walker in honor of 
Cecily and Rick Burleson 

Marina and Tracy Walne 

Matthew Wareing 

Terrie and Win Warren in honor of 
Zeina and Nijad Fares 

Meg and Dick Weekley 

Heather and Bob Westendarp 

Harriet Westerman in honor of  
om Robinson 

Kathy Westmoreland 

Beverly Wiemer 

Susan Wolcott 

Lorraine and Ed Wulfe 

Dan Zindler 

Alan Zuber 



Board Members 

Elle Anderson, Grounds Anderson, LLC 

Bob Arthur, Arthur & Associates 

Dick Cate, MCCM Architects 

Claire Caudill, Community Volunteer 

Karen Cornelius, Community Volunteer 

Anne Eamon, M + A Architecture Studio 

Mary Margaret Hamilton, Shell Oil Company 

Deborah Hartman, Deborah Hartman PR 

Susan Hill, Hawes Hill & Assoc. 

Colleen Holthouse, Community Volunteer 

Judy Meyer, John Daugherty Realtors 

Lisa Morano, U of H Downtown 

Rebecca Olive, AECOM 

Thomas Powers, WM Recycle America 

Dr. Augustina Reyes, University of Houston 

Jack Sakolosky, Community Volunteer 

Linda Shead, Shead Conservation Solutions 

Lawrence Spence, Crockett Elementary 

Terri Thomas, Community Volunteer 

Janice Van Dyke Walden, Van Dyke Walden & Assoc. 

Don VanSickle, Community Volunteer 

Marina Ballantyne Walne, Community Volunteer 

 

Watershed Representatives 
on the Board 

Helen Hodges, Armand Bayou 

Bob Schwartz, Brays Bayou 

Mike Garver, Buffalo Bayou 

Jim Robertson, Cypress Creek 

Julie Masters, Dickinson Bayou 

Regina Lindsey, Greens Bayou 

Merrie Talley, Hunting Bayou 

Joanna Friesen, Sims Bayou 

Evelyn Born Shanley, White Oak Bayou 

Advisory Board 

Glenda Barrett, Community Volunteer 

John R. Bartos, Houston Canoe Club 

Mark Bowen, Living Art Landscapes 

Judy Boyce, Jacob and Terese Hershey Foundation 

Glenda Callaway, Ekistics Corporation 

Mary Carter, Blackburn & Carter 

David Crossley, Houston Tomorrow 

Karen Cullar, City of Houston, Parks & Recreation Dept. 

Jennifer Dyke, HC Flood Control District 

Clayton Erikson, Community Volunteer 

Lee Forbes, KBR 

Gary Garrett, HC Flood Control District 

Don Greene, Whitewater Experience 

Dimetra K Hamilton, HC Watershed Protection 

Steve Hupp, HC Public Health and Environmental Services 

John S. Jacob, TX Sea Grant/TX Cooperative Extension 

Harriet Latimer, Development Consultant 

Jim Lester, Houston Advanced Research Center 

Jennifer Lorenz, Legacy Land Trust 

Council Member Sue Lovell, City of Houston 

Elena Marks, Mayor’s Office 

Dorothy Martinez, Natl. Flood Insurance Program 

Carl Masterson, Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Alisa Max, HC Watershed Protection Group 

S. Reed Morian, DX Service Co. 

Paul Nelson, North Harris Co. Regional Water Auth. 

Roksan Okan-Vick, Houston Parks Board 

Donna Phillips, TCEQ Region 12 

Mary Anne Piacentini, Katy Prairie Conservancy 

Jim Pulliam, Community Volunteer 

Commissioner Steve Radack, Harris County 

Rob Rowland, The Greater Houston Partnership 

Dick Smith, Cypress Creek Flood Control Coalition 

Melvin Spinks, CivilTech Engineering, Inc. 

Art Storey, HC Public Infrastructure Dept. 

Gary Struzick, Klotz Associates, Inc. 

Mike Talbott, HC Flood Control District 

Len Waterworth, Dannenbaum Engineering Co. 

Brenda Weiser, Environmental Inst. of Houston 

Carolyn White, HC Flood Control District 

Jarrett (Woody) Woodrow, Jr., US Fish & Wildlife 

Carla Wyatt, HC Flood Control District  

Bayou Preservation Association Board and Staff 

          Executive Committee 

Kevin Shanley, Chairman, The SWA Group 

J. Tynan Kelly, President, Attorney 

Hugh J. Barrett, VP, Strategic Alliance Group 

Bruce Heiberg, VP, Signal Creek Architects  

Robert Rayburn, VP, Energy Corridor District 

Allen B. Craig, Treasurer, Gardere, Wynne, Sewell 

Janet K. Wagner, Secretary, J.K. Wagner & Co. 

Elaine Finger, Director at Large, Community Volunteer  

Lynne B. Johnson, Director at Large, Community Volunteer 

Terry Hershey, Historian, Community Volunteer 
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Past Presidents 

Hugh Barrett 

Bill Bradshaw 

Don Greene 

George Mitchell 

David Parkhill 

Don Sawtelle 

Kevin Shanley 

Frank C. Smith 

Bayou Preservation Association ● PO Box 131563 ● Houston ● TX 77219-1563 ●  www.bayoupreservation.org 

Staff 

Kathy Lord, Executive Director   

Carol Brejot, Public Relations Director 

Jennifer Hawkins, Development Director 

Fred Lazare, CPA 

Marina Gliha Rossow, Executive Assistant/ Website Administrator 

Eric Ruckstuhl, Eyes on the Bayou 



———————––——– clip here and attach to your donation ——–—————————— 

Nonprofit  
Organization 

US Postage Paid  
Houston, Texas  
Permit No. 853 

www.bayoupreservation.org 
 

3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 200 
Houston, TX 77019 

 
Mailing address: 
PO Box 131563 

Houston, TX 77219-1563 
 

Phone:  713.529.6443 
Fax:      713.529.6481 
Email:   bpa@hic.net 

A 501(3)(c) Tax-exempt  
Organization 

If you would prefer to 
receive your Bayou 

Forum electronically, 
please email us at 

bpa@hic.net 

Name:_________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:___________________________________ 

Home Phone: ___________________________________ 

Work Phone:____________________________________ 

e-mail:_________________________________________ 

Join us to participate in our important committee work: 
 
Projects Committee     Water Quality Committee      Paddle Trails Committee    

 

Mail this form with your check or credit card instructions for the amount indicated: 
 $2,500        $1,000        $500        $100        $50        $35       Other: _______ 

 
Your gift will be used for the following purposes: 

Education, Water Quality, Habitat Restoration and Bayou Health.  

____ My check is enclosed payable to Bayou Preservation Association 

____ Please charge my Credit Card      Visa        MC        American Express 

Card No. _______________________________________ Expiration Date ___ /___  

Signature __________________________________________________________________________ 

To be removed from our 
mailing list please check 
the box and return the 
form to us.   

We’ll miss you!  

Bayou Preservation Association ● PO Box 131563 ● Houston ● TX 77219-1563 ●  www.bayoupreservation.org 


