EXIstingwater quality standards
How we g; here
Options for change



NEOhlECECeauen — activities involving
2 SIgMIGERLYISK off Ingestion ofi water

Weldierpy chnrdren
-~ SWImMMIMG
Vater skiing, diving, surfing
Assumed -- unless shown otherwise




SNGhEEntECtEceation — activities not
RYVeIVieRessignificant rsk of ingestion
~ EISHING

8 water bodies are noncontact use
Houston Ship Channel: no recreational use



- NOW

0N Mean per 100 ml
ontact Noncontact

605

168

Fecal coliform 2J0]0) 2.000



LE)’— SOMe noncontact use
part on BPJ
d to contact use by 1981



Som rrJ\ UAAs disapproved by EPA
" Lawsuit on Texas Standards in 1986

SCOT, EDF, Sierra Club vs. EPA
One complaint was lack of UAAS



gS - history

9B ENNOFS rds revisions:
VestwWaier hodies at contact recreation
_ Conitect recreation assumed for small,

UNCIESSIEd Str

%
i

) Up until“mid 1990's:

Listing impaired waters - much less formal
TMDLs - mainly for dissolved oxygen




NISIEIRARZO00MNVO: Standards

BehEngec N ENco/ApNireshwater and Enterococci
RS EET: .
»

O Comphentwithifederal Beach Act of 2000

\ Continued' to allow fecal coliform as an
Ve IR

alternative Ftor during transition

Considered, but did not adopt, wet-weather
exemption for streams and rivers



— Nepsliiman seurces common

Attainaisnin
 Pri
appropriate

OMCENNS

ary contact recreation not an
“use” in some water bodies



OPUENSHIoN recreation standards:
Exeimples

BIeEENI Contactecreation categories
PrilmeiyAcentact recreatiol

NeElIE 126 per 100 ml (geom. mean)

D ERteReceee: 35'per 100 ml geom. mean)

SEcondary contact recreation

o)} "vv per 100 ml (geom. mean)
Entercocci (sw): 175 per 100 ml (geom. mean)

Noncontact recreation



OpuesHon recieation standards:

axeimples
I

=vzlliate “pres lmecl’ 1ses for small

WALETIBHIES, like intermittent streams

REVIEWRESSESSIENT procedures:
Arersamples representative?

mphasize geom. mean criteria, rather
than single-sample maximums?

Establish better UAA framework



s Revisions

hid
Ongeing=withradvisory Workgroup
RECIealon chteria - 5/16/07 workgroup
REVISIBNECHEALIC # workgroup

=0l JrJrormcrLJr
e TCEQ website -water guality standards

m iE aver oJe rt 512/239-4585
[daver o.m r~ State.tx.us

Lori Hamllton 512/239-0683
Ihamilto@tceg.state.tx.us



mailto:jdavenpo@tceq.state.tx.us
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