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 Richard Murray is a native of Louisiana with B.A. and M.A. degrees in 
Government from Louisiana State University (1962, 1963) and a Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of Minnesota (1967).  Dr. Murray has taught at the 
University of Houston since 1966 and is currently the Bob Lanier Professor of Public 
Policy in the UH Department of Political Science and Director of Surveying for the UH 
Center for Public Policy.  His academic interests are in Houston and Texas politics, 
focusing on campaigns and elections, political parties and interest groups, and public 
opinion.  Professor Murray has written extensively in these areas, while teaching 
courses ranging from graduate seminars to introductory American Government. 
 
 In a previous life, Professor Murray consulted in more than 200 political 
campaigns before completing the 12-step recovery program in the late 1980s.  He 
occasionally conducts polls for local media and governments and is a political analyst 
for Channel 13, KTRK Television. 
 
 Professor Murray is married to Deborah Hartman, and has three sons, Robert, 
Keir, and Dylan Murray. 


